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NATIONAL REPORT 


Map ‘State Of Race’ Confab For D. C. 

A closed conference of more than 60 Negro leaders 
is being arranged by AFL-CIO Vice President A. 
Philip Randolph for a one-day session in Washing- 
ton on “the state of the race.” Randolph told JET 
that men like Roy Wilkins and Thurgood Marshall, 
as well as top persons in church, fraternal and busi- 
ness groups will hold a “meeting of the minds” on: 
1) retaliatory measures to the “Southern Mani- 
festo,”” which more than 100 Dixie Congressmen 
signed in March; 2) the “cold war” aimed at encir- 
cling and isolating the NAACP in the South; 3) the 
alienation of northern influence and the undermin- 
ing of liberal thought which favors integration, and, 
4) an attempt by the South to split labor ranks on 
the integration issue and create a cheap labor force 
for Dixie industries. 

Randolph told JET that the conference will be 
held at the Washington headquarters of the Na- 
tional Council Of Negro Women on April 24. 
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Dixie Racists Trying To Scuttle Urban League 

Southerners are applying pressure to local Community 
Chests, and other philanthropies to scuttle the race re- 
lations work of Urban leagues, YM and YWCAs and 
Jewish groups by cutting off sources of income. The St. 
Louis League office reported that the White Citizens Pro- 
tective League is operating a letter-and-phone campaign 
in an effort to curtail its chest funds. More than three- 
fourths of the organization’s $2,225,000 national budget 
comes from Community Chests. 


Open Drive To Upgrade Dixie Negro Postmen 

Postmaster General Arthur E. Summerfield has refused 
to back down on demands that southern postmasters up- 
grade Negroes on the basis of ability and seniority, despite 
an 80-year Dixie tradition that “whites work inside and 
blacks outside.” South Carolina, for example, has no 
Negro postal clerks. Lo- 
cal officials prepared to 
“fight the new policy,” 
JET learned, but Sum- 
merfield assigned a Ne- 
gro aide, Joseph A. 
Clarke, to investigate 
discrimination com- 
plaints. 
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W] Wins Milwaukee Coun- 
cil Post: The first woman 
and first Negro elected to 
the Milwaukee (Wis.) 
Common Counc’!, 32- 
year-old attorney Mrs. 
Vel Phillips accepts 
handshakes of well- 
wishers. A law partner to 
her husband, Dale, Mrs. 
Phillips won out over one 
Negro, two white male 
competitors. 
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Wi Bows To De- 
troit Prejudice: 
After being 
threatened by a 
mob of 300 
whites who 
charged he and 
his family were 
Negroes and 
tossed bricks in- 
to their newiy- 
purchased 
home, John W. 
Rouse gazes at 
“sold” sign on 
his lawn after 
a neighborhood 
approvement as- 
sociation bought 
it. Rouse insists 
family is white. 


GOP Asks Broader Power To Protect Negro Rights 

Long-awaited GOP proposals for protecting Negro 
rights were sent to Congress by Atty.-Gen. Herbert 
Brownell, who urged expansion of the Justice Department 
and broadening of its power to cope with problems in- 
volving school desegregation. He also asked creation of a 
Civil Rights Division, a bi-partisan commission to probe 
complaints of vote denial or race violence, and new laws 
permitting his department to act on threats. 


Segregation, Illness Force Ala. Judge To Suicide 
An Alabama judge shot himself through the head in 
Montgomery over segregation worries. James J. Mayfield, 
45, Associate State Supreme Court Justice, was found by 
his maid, Lorine Lewis, in whom he had confided earlier 
that he was having “a devil of a time over segregation.” 
Meanwhile, a letter written to the Tuscaloosa News be- 
fore his suicide indicated that ill health figured. 
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RACE-BAITERS LOSE BATTLE 

With Frank Zeidler’s fist tightly clutching the Milwau- 
kee mayor’s gavel for the third term, most voting resi- 
dents of the land of the brew and home of the Braves 
could utter thanks recently that a third “B’—bigotry— 
had not been added to the city’s distinctions. 

Polling 55 per cent of a storm-reduced 213,000 ballots, 
the Socialist incumbent had come triumphantly through 
a hellish four-year mud-slinging and tar-brushing effort 
to stamp him a “nigger lover.” And most Milwaukeeans 
were glad he had won. Crowed the Milwaukee Journal: 
“The voters were not misled by one of the most unfair 
campaigns in Milwaukee’s history.” 

The blows below the belt were encompassed in a whis- 
pering campaign begun in 1952, which charged: 1) that 
Zeidler was going to move Negroes into white residential 
areas; 2) that his daughter (just 15) was married to a 
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Wi Mayor’s Assistant 
Retires: Retiring 
after 32 years as 
special assistant in 
the Atlantic City 
mayor’s office, 
Richard (Dick) Al- 
len (r.) is congrat- 
ulated by Mayor 
Joseph Altman. Al- 
len served under six 
mayors, represent- 
ed them at conven- 
tions, funerals, re- 
ceptions and “key 
to the city” presen- 
tations. 
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rO OUST MILWAUKEE MAYOR 
Negro; 3) that his sister (divorced from a white man) 
was married to a Negro, and 4) that he invited Dixie 
Negroes to come to Milwaukee to be free, then loaded city 
relief rolls with them. 

Said the Mayor’s wife to JET: “The victory was sup- 
posed to have vindicated him, but stories go on and on, 
and they hurt our six children particularly.” And of the 
Negroes, in whose name the Mayor was siandered, reports 
showed the Second and Sixth Wards (about three-fourths 
Negro) turned out a light vote. Only one out of three 
Negro candidates for Common Councii (in two wards) was 
elected. She was Mrs. Vel Phillips, partner in a husband- 
wife law team and first Negro councilwoman. Two Negro 
candidates for county supervisor, James King, Second 
District, and Isaac Coggs, Sixth (lacking labor’s bless- 
ings), lost to white candidates. 
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Montgomery Rally Adds 1,583 NAACP Members 

A last- minute switch in the site for a giant Montgom- 
ery, Ala., rally brought a charge of Mississippi tactics 
from Rep. Charles C. Diggs Jr., but gained 1,583 new 
members for the NAACP. Originally scheduled for the 
gymnasium at Alabama State College, the meeting was 
moved to First Baptist Church at the “suggestion” of 
State School Superintendent Austin Meadows. 
Negro Captain Seeks To Regain Sea License 

Capt. Hugh Mulzac, first Negro to man ; 
a victory ship (the S. S. Booker T. Wash- 
ington) during World War II, filed suit 
in Washington District Court to regain 
his shipping license which the govern- 
ment took fcur years ago. In the petition 
filed against the U. S. Coast Guard, Mul- 
zac, who lives in New York, claims dis- 
loyalty charges went unproved, denied 
that “his presence aboard a vessel would 
jeopardize the national security.” Capt. Mulzac 





















A WHITE EX-MISSISSIPPIAN FIGHTS BIGOTRY 

DETROIT GAS STATION MANAGER 
f os j | A white ex-Missis- 
ge Cc? a. sippi cotton farmer 
quietly began a one- 
man campaign 
against racial dis- 
crimination last week. 
Gas station manager 
William Speer 
pledged Detroit’s 
NAACP chapter one 
penny for every gal- 
lon of gasoline he 
sells, because, as he 
put it, he is “just 
plain sick and tired of 
the way Negroes are 
treated.” 

Believing his plan 
would help counter- 
act poisonous prop- 
aganda belching from 
the South’s White 
Citizens Councils, the 
42-year-old, one- 
cet a armed father of five, 
Customers like Mrs. Cornelia estimated his 
Glover applaud Speer’s militancy. monthly NAACP con- 
tributions would average between $80 and $100. Said 
Speer, with a nasal twang: “I don’t see how those fools 
in the South can fight for segregation when they know 
damn well they’re wrong. I’m going to do what I can 
to show them and I think all other decent white folks 
ought to do the same.” 

Dramatizing his convictions, Speer nailed three 20- 
foot signs in front of his gas station boldly reading: 
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‘SICK’ OF WHITE MAN’S ABUSES 
“Join, Give, Support NAACP.” “If my white customers 
don’t like it,” he said, “they can go the hell somewhere 
else.” 

Speer said he “grew up with” Negroes, proudly boast- 
ed that his life-long friend, Jim Champion, could “get 
$500 from me as quick as he could get five cents.” He 
said he got “mad” and wanted to do something after 
the recent Emmett Till murder. “Right is right and 
wrong is wrong,” he reasons. “They were wrong to let 
Milam and Bryant go, but that’s Mississippi.” 

Just five years removed from Dixic, Speer said he is 
doing what “I had wanted to do for a long time. I in- 
tend to pay off to the NAACP as long as I can pay off, 
because it’s a just cause.” 

In his humble home, his family agrees with him. 












Sitting with family, gas station manager relazes. Children 
attend mixed school, have neighborhood friends of all races. 




















20 Station Wagons On Tap For Ala. Bus Boycott 
Rev. M. L. King Jr. will purchase 20 station wagons in 
Birmingham to be used by Montgomery, Ala. churches in 
connection with the 4-month-old bus boycott, JET learned. 
The Montgomery Improvement Association which the 
minister heads was recently refused a franchise to oper- 
ate an all-Negro bus line. 
11 Florida Negroes Take Names Off Voting List 
In Liberty County, Fla., eleven Negroes who registered 
to vote last February, marking the first time Negroes had 
registered in county history, asked that their names be 
removed from the lists, following several cross burnings 
and gunfire into a house. The only Negro left on the list 
is a woman, now in New York. 






Wi 10 Die In $60,000 Chicago Hotel Fire: Gutted by a $60,000 
fire that took ten lives and injured eight others, Chica- 
go’s Sooner Hotel (1.) is inspected by firemen seeking 
source of blaze. Heroic rescue work, like policeman carry- 
ing unidentified tenant (r.), saved many. 


16 











}in 
ed. 
the 
er- 


red 
ad 


1gs 
list 






















































WMcasuatl 
Bunche: Making 
a rare appear- 
ance in casual 
clothes, Dr. 
Ralph Bunche, 
UN undersecre- 
tary, slips out of 
coat to answer 
questions fired 
by high school 
students during 
civil liberties 
conference at 
Asilomar, Calif. 





More Educated Negroes Migrate From Dixie 

The “best potential Negro leadership” is migrating 
North after giving up hope of getting ahead in the South, 
an American Friends Service Committee spokesman said 
in Chicago. John Yoshino, director of the job program, 
reported increased numbers of high school and college 
graduates were among 5,000 Negroes who moved to Chi- 
cago from January through March, 1956. 
Miss. May Use Tax Money To Advertise Bias Views 

A bill allowing Mississippi to spend $250,000 tax money 
to advertise pro-segregation arguments was slated for in- 
troduction in the State Legislature by representative 
John Junkin. Aim of the advertising campaign would be 
to change public opinion. 
Atlanta Family Warned To Move Out Of White Area 

A Negro family which rented an apartment in a white 
area along Atlanta’s Jonesboro Road was threatened 
with harm if they failed to move. Fred Thomas, who 
moved into a vacant building flanked by whites, said he 
received a letter with newspaper clippings showing pic- 
tures of a Northwest area home damaged by dynamite 
after Negroes occupied it. 
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W Discuss Virgin Islands: Visiting President Eisenhower 
to discuss Virgin Island problems for the first time since 
last October, when he was appointed island governor, 
Walter A. Gordon (c.) meets with Ike and Secretary of the 


Interior Douglas McKay at the White House. 
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Yesterday In Negro History 

April 13, 1723—Gov. William Dummer of Massachu- 
setts accused Negro fugitive slaves of setting a series 
of small fires in the City of Boston. 

April 14, 1873—The Supreme Court, ruling in the 
Slaughter House Cases (non-Negro), declared that 
the 13, 14 and 15th amendments to the Constitution 
were not enacted generally to set up a new system 
of natural rights and jurisdiction, but primarily “to 
secure and protect the ere 
freedom of the Negro.” ; 


April 17, 1955 — Everett 
Lee, a Juilliard graduate, 
directed the New York 
City Opera Company’s 
performance of La Tra- 
viata and became the 
first Negro to conduct 

‘ofessional grand opera 
in the U.S. Everett Lee 
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Confidential: Washington’s new, $17,500-a-year Mu- 
nicipal Judge Austin L. Fickling refused to politick 
for the post. While six rivals threw mud and pulled 
strings, Fickling conscientiously went about his dis- 
trict attorney’s job . . . Don’t be misled about talk 
that the fall election hinges on the civil rights 
states. The reason: Congress is considering legisla- 
tion to reshuffle the electoral college and backers of 
the measure are trying to win additional support by 
injecting the Negro issue. 
* * * 
Whom To See Department: Here’s the latest line-up 
of contacts for the presidential aspirants: Adlai 
Stevenson—Chicago’s Edith Sampson and Robert 
Ming; Estes Kefauver—Frank Reeves of D. C. and 
William McKnight of Cleveland; Averell Harriman— 
Hulan Jack and Dr. Robert Weaver; Frank Lausche 
—John Hoily of Cleveland or J. Maynard Dickerson 
of Columbus; Stuart Symington—George L. P. 
Weaver of AFL-CIO. On the GOP side, Val Wash- 
ington, White Houser E. Frederic Morrow and Chi- 
cago’s Archibald J. Carey are top sources. 
ok * *x 


From The Notebook: CIO veep Willard Townsend 
denies he’s lining up Ike pro-labor votes .. . North 
Carolina prof John T. Blue was named director of 
the American Council of Human Rights ... Wash- 
ington’s Methodist Church-operated Sibley Hospital 
still refuses to accept Negro patients . . . Off to Haiti: 
Harlem Congressman Adam Clayton Powell and son 
Skipper. 

—SIMEON BOOKER 























| FOREIGN NEWS | 


Liberian Prexy, Ethiopian King Plan Foreign Jaunts 

Liberia’s President William V. S. Tubman was given a 
three-month leave of absence to visit West Germany, but 
has made no decision on accepting an invitation from 
Russia. He also had invitations from Italy, Israel and 
Lebanon. Meanwhile, Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selassie 
and his wife are scheduled to visit Japan. 


Nigeria To Get Auto Assembly Plant 

An automobile assembly plant with a daily 10-car ca- 
pacity will be set up in Nigeria following the visit of a 
U. S. industrial mission to the country this month, Prime 


Minister Nnamdi Azikive announced. 


S. Africa Studies $290 Million Jim Crow Plan 
A $290 million plan to segregate Negroes is under study 








by South Africa’s 
Parliament. The 
plan would set up 
seven living and 
working areas for 9 
million natives and 
leave the rest of 
the country to 3 
million whites. 
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W Royal Visit: 
Bound for Buck- 
ingham Palace to 
present his creden- 
tials to Queen Eliz- 
abeth, C. L. Simp- 
son, Liberia’s new 
Ambassador in 
London, boards a 
horse-drawn car- 
riage. 
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Philadelphian, 90, Takes 74-Year-Old Bride 


A 90-year-old 
Philadelphian, 
Charlie Sketers, 
and 74-year-old 
Mrs. Hosieana 
Hamm were wed in 
what the couple 
called a marriage 
for ‘“‘companion- 
ship.’’ Said the 
bride: “I haven’t 
had anybody say 
much to me for the 
last 20 years. It al- 
most drove me 
crazy. I had 13 chil- 
dren but they’re all 
married and gone. 
My first husband 
died 20 years ago.” 
She met Sketers 


several months ago Newlyweds, Mr. and Mrs. Sketers 
and found “he needs me very much, although he’s got 
plenty of get up and go at 90.” Explained the bridegroom: 


“A man’s only as old as he feels.” 


Jane Bunche To Wed, Not Sister Joan 

Jane Bunche, 24-year-old eldest daugh- 
ter of UN Undersecretary Ralph Bunche, 
will wed industrial relations expert Burt 
Pierce in September. JET erroneously re- 
ported last week that Pierce would marry 
Bunche’s younger daughter, Joan, 22. 
Pierce is employed by Photocircuits, an 
electronics assembling plant in Long Is- 
land, N. Y. 





























Jane Bunche 














Wi Newsman Weds JPC Staffer: Married in Chicago, vet- 
eran newsman Fletcher Martin and the former Mrs. Flor- 
ence Hoxter of Johnson Publishing Co., are congratulated 
by the bride’s twin daughters, Joy (1.) and Joan. Martin 
is rewrite man and reporter for the Chicago Sun-Times. 
California Man Kills Jealous ‘Boy Friend’ 

A 29-year-old man, George Smith, who admitted to Los 
Angeles police that he shot and killed his “boy friend,” 
John Salome, 43, while “high on opium ashes and grape- 
fruit juice,” was arrested and charged with suspicion of 
murder when he crashed into a police car while fleeing 
the murder scene. Smith told police: “He came at me 
with a butcher knife. He didn’t like me going around 
with girls.” 

Miami Teacher, White Lover Fined $150 Each 

A 26-year-old discharged schoolteacher, Miss Larona G. 
Smith, and her white lover, Claude H. Chewing, 43, were 
fined $150 each on prostitution charges after being caught 
together in a motel room last November. 
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Baltimore Divorcee Sues Teacher For $20,000 

A pretty divorcee, Mrs. Pearl Stanley, filed a $20,000 suit 
against schoolteacher Robert O. Wood after charging he 
caused her to break her foot when he pulled her down the 
front steps of her home. She claimed Wood tried to force 
his way into her apartment after a date. 


Benny Carter’s Ex-Wife Sues Him For $50,000 

Bandleader Benny Carter’s white ex-wife, Laverne, filed 
a $50,000 damage suit against him in Los Angeles, after 
claiming he beat her so severely March 23 that she suf- 
fered head and spine injuries. Since their divorce a year 
ago, Carter has been his ex-wife’s businss manager. 


Wi Queen Of Queens: Chosen 1956 queen of the Cornets 
La Bal du Masque in Cleveland, Shirley Thomas is 
crowned by Barbara Terry, 1955 queen, while flanked by 
runner-up Marilyn Wilson (1.) and Gloria Jones (r.). 
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Miss. Doctor Admitted To State Medical Association 

A Clarksdale, Miss., physician, Dr. O. G. Smith, was 
admitted to the Mississippi State Medical Assn. and be- 
came its first Negro member. 


D. C. Medic Gets 2 To 8 Yrs. In Abortion Case 

Dr. Schley Brown, 52-year-old physician convicted in 
Washington, (D. C.) District Court of procuring an abor- 
tion on a young woman last September by use of a drug, 
was sentenced to two to eight years in prison. The court 
also ordered revoked Dr. Brown’s license to practice. 


Hospital Worker Fired After Doctor Hit Him 

A white Memphis interne who struck a Negro orderly 
knocking out two of his teeth was reprimanded by the 
Gaston Hospital chief of 
staff and the Negro was 
fired. Dr. J. F. Bryant 
said he hit 18-year-old 
Connie Lacey for failing 
to properly prepare a pa- 
tient for surgery. 





a 

Wi Ends 3-Year Hospital 
Stay: After three years 
in a hospital, during 
which time she under- 
went 13 skin grafts, a 
bone transplant and two 
operations to recover 
from severe burns, 7- 
year-old Katrine Poe 
leaves Crippled Chil- 
dren’s Hospital in New- 
ark, N. J., for trip home 
to Gorgas, Ala. She suf- 
fered burns while play- 
ing in fireplace. 
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Texas City “ires 19, Keeps Lone Negro Teacher 

A Hondo, Texas, librarian and substitute teacher, Mrs. 
Thomasine Grant, was the state’s lone Negro permitted 
to instruct mixed classes as integration forced 19 other 
Negro teachers out of their jobs. Mrs. Grant, whose 
supervisor said she was “one in a thousand,” will get full 
teaching duties next semester. 


S. C. State Faculty Blasts Pending NAACP Probe 
While state and local police watched the South Caro- 
lina State College campus at Orangeburg for “subver- 
sive elements” under governor’s orders, 99 per cent of the 
faculty and staff members opposed a pending state probe 
of NAACP activities. They also blasted a law requiring 
them to swear they are 
not members of the or- 
ganization. Meanwhile, 
the American Civil Lib- 
erties Union warned that 
laws penalizing its mem- 
bers violate the First 
Amendment. 
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WM Top Drill Squad: 
Elected drill captain of 
Indiana’s Purdue Uni- 
versity’s crack 24-man 
marching squad and the 
first Negro captain at 
the University, Marcus 
A. Clark and his men 
snap to attention after 
winning the annual 
Cherry Blossom Festival 
championship in Wash- 
ington, D. C., for the 
second year in a row. 


















OKLAHOMA'S JOBLESS 


Up in the flat lands 
of Oklahoma, where 
men curse with equal 
vigor the GOP farm 
program or the winds 
and drought that kill 
off their crops, “hell’s 
and damn’s’” flowed 
with scalding regular- 
ity last month. The 
reason: registered let- 
ers, advising the first 
of 175 Negro teachers, 
“your services are no 
longer required.” 

For some, the no- 
tices were reminders 
of a vengeful white 
man’s threat come 
true: “If schools are 
integrated, Negro 


Er AE a ~y- 4 teachers will be fired 
rs. Louella Emery .. . fire rom wholesale.” But for 
school job 3 years before retirement. soft-spoken Willadean 


Bates, serving out the end of her dead mother’s contract, 
the letter was a spur that sent her into Dover, armed with 
an application to teach in the town’s white school. It was 
the second time within eight months that she had been 
desegregated out of a job. 

To her, as to 159 others fired last year, the letters came 
as so much window dressing for state-wide reprisals 
aimed at the biggest bulls-eye angry whites could find— 
a vocal, well paid (average $3,403 yearly), and handy 
whipping boy—the 1,451 Oklahoma Negro teachers. 

Despite “pink slips” in their pay envelopes, however, 
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NEGRO TEACHERS 


the new legions of jobless generally do not feel the price 
they have paid for integration is too high. Like Gladys 
Wiley, 29-year-old ex-Anadarko instructor, most young 
teachers agree: “Not for once would I oppose integration 
just to keep my job.” 

But for old-timers, like Dover’s Mrs. Louella H. Emery, 
fired just three years short of 30-year retirement, inte- 
gration of students and not of teachers is a galling dose 
to stomach. Her salary “paid the mortgage” when Tom 
Emery’s 200-acre wheat crop failed, brought low prices, 
or was swept away in towering clouds of sandy topsoil. 

To avoid a crippling 50 to 100 per cent salary loss 
others have accepted, 
she will move to Mis- 
souri with her six- 
year-old daughter and 
“take whatever work 
I can get.” 

A mile away, her 
jobless sister-in-law, 
Sylvia, putters around 
an incomplete farm 
house she and her 
husband were build- 
ing when Douglass 
High pupils were in- 
tegrated. In a tidy 
file she keeps duns 
for small bills, and 
watches her husband 
fight worms in a fail- 
ing 220-acre grain 
crop. Childless, she 
would accept job ' _ 
offers in Red Lands or yrs. willadean Bates . . . desegrega- 
San Bernardino, tion cost her two teaching jobs. 







































Mrs. Gladys Wi- 
ley ...“I can do 
other things.” 


Mrs. Sylvia Em- 
ery ... thanks, 
but no jobs. 


Mrs. Oma Galli- 
re 
even substitute.” 
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Banished From Classrooms, Okla. Teachers 


Calif., if she could budge her husband 
from his beloved, but temperamental, 
earth. 

This is the country pattern—where 
home is the only place an ex-teacher 
can work and still keep family together. 
And in the city, the situation is little 
better, though former teachers have 
resigned themselves to menial jobs in 
some cases—no jobs in others. 

“Integration is for the children, not 
the teachers,” said Lydia Copeland, a 
Tulsa maid with a master’s degree in 
education from previously all-white 
Oklahoma University. The end of segre- 
gation closed out her 20-year teaching 
career, cost her $2,200 yearly in salary 
alone. 

Lindy Roland, a Tulsa drug clerk, dis- 
agreed. “The NAACP stopped short 
when it got pupil integration without 
getting teacher integration, too,” she 
said. But five years ago, warned by her 
superintendent that her 17-year job was 
at stake, she declared: “If losing my 
job will help Negro children get better 
facilities,” she said, “then I’ll lose my 
job.” And she did. Salary loss: $2,500 
a year. 

“The children are better off,” was the 
sentiment of Velma Smiley, an Okla- 
homa City maid. She remembers trying 
to teach 16 typing students on nine 
typewriters and says, “I figure I can 
take what I’m doing now until I can 
do better.” 
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Take Menial Jobs In Economic Transition 


But even as they generally accept 
reduced incomes anc status, most Negro 
teachers are angered by the knowledge 
that whites are still being hired while 
communities stubbornly refuse to give 
Negro teachers a trial. (Only five out 
of 165 were integrated in 1955-56.) In 
their anger, some of this year’s harvest 
of jobless have answered “yes” to the 
question from their teachers’ associa- 
tion: “Would you sue?” 

Raw, unrefined prejudice is the root 
of their problem, most Negro Oklaho- 
mans agree. For example, they point to 
Arcadia, where whites planned to inte- 
grate Negro seven-12th graders out of 
a new Negro school which could accom- 
modate both races. The result will be 
elimination of four or five “surplus” 
teachers from the Negro, rather than 
the white staff. 

An appeal to Oliver Hodge, state 
superintendent of schools, drew the 
helpless comment: “Under Oklahoma 
law, sole hiring authority is vested in 
local boards, and it’s up to them to 
decide who they want for teachers.” 

Between 1954 and 1956, however, Dr. 
Hodge and Gov. Ray Gary had used 
what bludgeons they possessed to prac- 
tically “force” boards to drop Negro 
schools and integrate pupils. Armed 
with a new finance policy, the state 
declared that: 1) school districts would 
combine white and Negro students in 
figuring the number of teachers on 











Mrs. Velma Smi- 
ley ... “16 kids 
on 9 typewriters.” 


Miss Lindy Ro- 
land... “NAACP 
stopped short.” 





Mrs. Lydia Cope- 
land ... from 
school to maid. 


23 











F. D. Moon (1.), H. C. Whitlow (r.), seek aid through Teachers 





Association for ex-teachers like Mrs. Jessie Bruner, (c.). 


Firings Drive Teachers Into NAACP Camp 


whom they drew state aid, and 2) would transport them 


together. 


Poorer counties, faced with the prospect of replacing 





“Doll” Parker, (l.), Thomas 
Marshall may ask court help. 
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$1 million in state support, swallowed their prejudices 


and integrated. But they 
dropped Negro teachers in 
the bargain. 

Meanwhile, anger among 
displaced teachers was 
growing and for them, ex- 
janitor Dolphus Parker, who 
sent five children through 
college by “packing coal” in 
pot-bellied stoves and pick- 
ing cotton in off-season, 
summed up the sentiment. 
“Those prejudiced suckers 
are scared of the NAACP,” 
and like others who prob- 
ably would not have joined 
the organization, he quickly 
sought the comforting 
arms of Dixie’s worst 
enemy. 
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Oklahoma Pianist Scores 2 Firsts In Concert 

A young Oklahoma City pianist, George 
Chaney, became the first Negro concert 
soloist at the University of Oklahoma 
when he played his own Concerto For 
Piano And Orchestra during the season’s 
final symphony concert. His composition 
was also the first full-length concert ever 
written by a graduate student at the 
University, where he is working toward a 
master’s degree. The Concerto was writ- 
ten in partial requirement for Chaney’s 
degree. Chaney 


Ike Names Southern U. Prexy To Scholarship Board 

Dr. Felton G. Clark, president of Southern University, 
Baton Rouge, La., was appointed by President Eisenhower 
to the Board of Foreign Scholarships. The board super- 
vises selection of students and schools for the exchange 
program, and is headed by Dr. O. C. Carmichael, Uni- 
versity of Alabama, president. 


Ala. Teacher Faces Jail For Credit Union Fraud 

A Mobile, Ala., teacher who juggled credit union books 
to get approximately $2,000, was convicted on seven counts 
of fraud and faced a maximum 35-year prison term and 
$70,000 fine. Guilty was Mrs. Aimee Coleman Jackson, 47, 
who was caught by the FBI when the Mobile County 
teachers credit union books showed an initial shortage of 
$925. 


S. C. Negro Principal Praises Anti-NAACP Law 

A South Carolina Negro school principal called on 
teaches to publicly express “their resentment to school 
integration,” and praised a state law which bars them 
from NAACP membership. P. B. Mdodana, South African- 
born head of the Pine Forest High School, pastor, and co- 
founder of the State Teacker’s Assn., said teachers should 
appreciate equal facilities and oppose so-called integra- 
tion. 
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Worps or tHe Weex 


Rev. Joshua W. Hayes, one of 25 ministers indicted in the 
Montgomery (Ala.) bus protest: “A new Negro has been 
born in the South. The new Negro has leadership and con- 
fidence that the old Negro didn’t. The new Negro doesn’t 
know fear. He has stood on battlefields with white men 
and found no man is impregnable.” 


Louis Armstrong, explaining what he will do since an 
Australian tour interferes with his playing at Grace 
Kelly’s wedding: “Man, I’m sending the chick a cable.” 


Daniel L. Hudson, 61, as he was granted a divorce from 
his third wife in an Augusta, Ga., court: “Stop praising 
a woman and she thinks you no longer love her; continue 
praising her and she thinks she’s too good for you.” 


Moses Ward, Detroit boxer explaining to a London re- 
porter why he wears a beard and Jewish skull cap: “J 
never thought I was colored, and the high priestess of the 
Temple of Helion in New York, which I attend, told me 
last year, after checking up on my birth date, that I was 
really a Hebrew.” 


John Smith, explaining to a Detroit judge why he had a 
police record: “Some guy broke a window in a bar. I came 
to court to testify and the cops locked me up for the 
crime.” 


Sarah Vaughan, modestly talking about 
her vocal talents: “To sing jazz, you must 
have the voice and the ear for sounds. 
You can’t fake it and you can’t force it.” 


Rosa Parks, the Montgomery housewife 
whose arrest touched off the bus boycott: 
“I certainly didn’t expect it would start 
, 2 such a fuss, but I think equality is worth 
Rosa Parks __ fighting for.” 
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WEEKLY ALMANAC|;| 


“eMeSe RESCUE 
“—_—— 8 Tee 
WEEK. Chased by a 
band of youths, 13- 














year-old Jimmy Faul- 
ker Jr., dived into a 
park lake in Newark, 
N. J., and swam for 
the opposite shore, 75 
yards away. But 50 
yards out he tired 
and was sinking when 
a passerby spotted 
him, stripped to his 
shorts, leaped into 
the icy waters and 
pulled Jimmy to safe- 
ty. His rescuer: 
George Knecht Jr., a 
16-year-old ex-Scout. 


>. CADILLAC FANCIER OF THE WEEK. A year 
=== ago, 33-year-old Charlie Woods of Memphis was 
arrested for using a worthless check to buy a 1952 Cadil- 
lac. Last week, Woods was back in jail again. Reason: he 
had just made a down payment on a 1955 Cadillac—with 
a worthless check. 

SAFE DEPOSIT OF THE WEEK. In Detroit, 
=== George Jones, 17, put $25 in his sock for safe- 
keeping, then fell asleep in a lunchroom. He awoke later 
to find his sock cut off just above the shoe, his cash gone. 

--.< WEAPON OF THE WEEK. In Columbia, S. C., 
=== Willie Wiley was fined $10.50 or 10 days in jail 
for pistol-whipping his wife. His weapon: a pear)-handled 
cap gun. 





Young swimmer and rescuer. 
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., PROWLER OF THE WEEK. After looking for an 

early morning prowler in Miami, Fla., policeman 
M. C. Bowles returned to his squad car, thought he smelled 
trouble. Peering under the auto, Bowles discovered he 
was right. The culprit: a frightened, fume-throwing 
skunk. Bowles had to be deodorized before returning to 
duty. 


ESCAPE SIGNAL OF THE WEEK. Accosted. by 
a pair of would-be purse snatchers in Los An- 
geles, Mrs. Jeraldine Williams yelled for help, was left 
alone after one thug warned the other: “Daddy, we better 
make it because this broad is screaming too loud.” 


SCRAP COLLECTOR OF THE WEEK. In At- 
lanta, Ga., scrap collector Richard A. Manigault, 
27, chopped out a nine-foot section of a cable in a man- 
hole, leaving a fourth of the city without fire alarm pro- 
tection for almost an hour. Explained Manigault later to 
police: he thought the cable was no longer in use. 


. MISTAKE OF THE WEEK. In Atlanta, Murray 

Crawford was quietly removing a half-gallon jar 
of moonshine from a shed when someone grabbed him. 
Crawford quickly broke the jar over his assailant’s head, 
learned later that he had added injury to insult. Reason: 
the man over whose head he broke the whisky jar was a 
detective. 
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FRIEND OF THE WEEK. Giving herself up after 
running away from a detention home, a 13- 
year-old girl, who with a-friend was arrested as a member 
of a shoplifting gang, explained why she was surrender- 
ing. The other girl was still in jail, she said, “and she’s 
the only friend I have. I want to be with her.” 


., BANDIT OF THE WEEK. Confronted by a gun- 

~ wielding “sweet young woman” in a New Or- 
leans restaurant, Lulu Nichols handed over $60, was sur- 
prised to see the lipstick-and-rouge decorated bandit pull 
up the dress and run from place with a gait that unmis- 
takably identified the robber as a man. 
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THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS 


\1 Bombshell In Chiczgo: Whirling to a torrid Latin beat, 
18-year-old Josephina Flores, billed as the “Puerto Rican 
Bombshell,” delights customers as star of a rock ’n roll 
mambo revue at Roberts Show Lounge in Chicago. The 
night club also teaches patrons latin dance steps. 


Mike Shea 
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Bertrand Miles 
Wl One-Legged Rug Cutter: Footloose, fancy free and with 
his crutch apparently tossed behind him, one-legged, one- 
armed dancer Henry (Crip) Heard swings a partner 
about the floor at Chicago’s Club DeLisa. Heard is one 
of best-known handicapped dancers in the country. 
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Isaac Sutton 
WY Suddenly It’s Spring: Surprised by Chicago’s sudden 
spurt of unseasonable, 81-degree weather, 18-year-old 
Jacqueline Catchings goes digging for fishing worms in 
her back yard. The chore proved useless, however, as the 
mercury dipped to a more winter-like 40 degrees next day. 
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Wide World 
0) He Leaps To Conquer: Charley Neal, rookie Brooklyn 
Dodger second baseman, leaps over hard-sliding Milwaukee 
Brave player Jim Pendleton, who is being forced at second 
on Hank Aaron’s infield grounder. The agile Neal may 
play second for the Dodgers this season 
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~~ J. Hdward Bailey 
D] Beefcake Parade: Taking part in an all-male “Hodge 
Pedge” fashion show, James Rhodes, Larry Washington 
and Ardell Garland (1. to r.) offer their comic version of 
cheesecake on parade at the 8th anniversary extravagan- 
za of George Murphy’s House Of Beauty in Detroit. 
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Episcopalian Made Archdeacon Of Boston 

The first Negro clergyman on the Washington Cathe- 
dral staff, Canon John M. Burgess, was named archdea- 
con of the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts and be- 
came the first Negro so honored. He will supervise 13 
missions and administer charitable activities in Boston. 


White, Negro Congregations In Merged Services 

The merged congregations of Negro and white Episcopal 
churches in Maywood, Ill. held their first combined serv- 
ices. Members of the Negro St. Simon the Cyrenian Epis- 
copal church merged with the white Episcopal Church of 
the Holy Communion where the services were held. 









»] Ministers Declare Negro Intentions: Adopting a rebuttal 
to a recent southern Congressman’s “manifesto” denounc- 
ing the U. S. Supreme Court school desegregation ruling, 
clergymen from 11 states draw up in Chicago “The Negro’s 
Declaration of Intention,” rejecting “gradualism.” Chi- 
cago’s Rev. J. H. Jackson (c.) wrote document. 
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W Choir Integration: Holding mixed services at Evanston, 
Illinois’ Ebenezer AME Church, members of six white and 
Negro choirs sing The Seven Last Words during a 75-min- 
ute program. Twelve Negro singers joined voices with 24 
whites in services for benefit of two hospitals. 


Court To Rule On L. A. Pastor’s Claim Of ‘Radio Gag’ 

After charging that Los Angeles radio station KGFJ 
“edited out” portions of a broadcast in which he asked 
prayers for the Montgomery, Ala. bus boycotters, Rev. 
Maurice Dawkins requested a court injunction against the 
station. Superior court Judge John J. Ford promised to 
hand down a ruling. 


Hunt Pastor Who Cursed Out Louisiana ‘White Folks’ 

Charged with using obscene language in front of chil- 
dren and threatening a white woman who protested his 
cursing in an Amite, La. court, Rev. Phillip McCurdy, 38- 
year-old former Miami, Fla., minister was sought by po- 
lice. The woman’s husband took a shot at the pastor after 
McCurdy allegedly came to his door shouting curses about 
“southern whites.” 
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Cor | CHI] CHAT Hush-hushed in Virginia are 
pA tal pe the ‘recent crop of debutantes. In their 
scramble for the title of “queen of the ball,” secured on 
a vote-selling basis, some resorted to house-rent parties 
and pigs’ feet suppers as fund-raising enterprises. One 
young bud drank poison when her mother forbade her 
to attend a ball. Another returned home from a soiree 
with serious bruises and lacerations. She had jumped 
from the moving car of her “blind date” .. . New Yorkers 
no longer lure people to their homes with promises of 
liquor and food. They use a Roget thesaurus. The town 
is word-puzzle crazy. One local daily is offering a $50,000 
prize . . . Matrons in Atlanta are quietly checking on 
two college girls who live on the gold standard, name as 
sponsor a relative who subsists in meager quarters back 
of her store. 





Wi Pick ‘Miss Col- 
legiate’: Chosen 
“Miss Collegiate 
of 1956” at an 
Alpha Phi Alpha 
dance in New 
York, Genoveva 
Marais of South 
Africa receives 
cup and con- 
gratulations 
from New York 
State Sen. James 
L. Watson (l.) 
and Alphaman 
Bobby Jones. 
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W Chit Chat: Attending a cocktail party for southern 
deans of women during the National Personnel and Guid- 
ance Assn. meeting in Washington, D. C., Dorothy Height 
(1.), president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, chats with 
college staffers, Doctors Helen Whiteside, Roy Senour, 
E and Carolyn Sechrest. 


S . , r F 2 

k TORY OF THE WEEK when a Westchester, N. Y., 
S hostess discovered celebrated cartoonist E. Simms Camp- 
) 

n 

> 












bell prowling around in her kitchen, lifting pot lids and 
peering into the oven, he grinned sheepishly; then ex- 
plained: “Just checking on whether I’ll enjoy bicarbonate 
or brandy after dinner.” 
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TRAVELOGUE New Yorkers Al Norton, who owns a 
mountain on the fabulous tourist paradise of Tobago (off 
Trinidad), and Starling Penn, who is island happy, are 
pricing Cessnas, Stinsons and Piper Cubs so they can hop 
to the West Indies any fair week end. Starling, who flew ] 
with the 99th Pursuit Squadron, will pilot the ship... 
The James Hintons of Columbia, S. C., (Dr. Hinton is 
president of the state NAACP) were among the 12 good- 
will ambassadors who spent Easter week in Nassau under 
the tour-direction of James E. Allen and t e Association ' 
for the Study of Negro Life and History. be 
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Wi Mode! Audition: Planning the 6th annual fashion show 
of the Chicago Urbanaides, Mrs. Earl B. Dickerson, Miss 
Katherine King and Mrs. Jackie Ormes (from 1.) inspect 
trio of models who will parade at Terrace Casino of Mor- 
rison Hotel when Urban League benefit show is staged 
April 22. 
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Wi Miami Vacationers: Vacationing in sun-splashed Miami, 
Fla., Miss Callie M. Broxton of Chicago, Mrs. Dave Boston 
of Detroit, Mrs. J. M. Murray of Panama City, Fla., and 
Miss Alice R. Broxton of Chicago (1. to r.) relax on lawn 
of the Sir John Hotel, formerly the Lord Calvert. 


PART 


FARE Guests of the Festival Committee which 
sponsored the 12th Annual Easter Fashion Parade in 
Atlantic City are begging Sara Washington Hayes for the 
recipe for the lobster Paul she served at one of her two 
parties over the week end. The hot savory was ladled 
from a multiple-burner silver chafing dish. At their sec- 
ond affair the Hayeses featured champagne and sparkling 
Burgundy. Gastronomics were completed by Committee 
Co-chairman Clay Claiborne and his Carver Hall staff, 
who sent revelers home well fed on roast turkey, baked 
ham, potato salad, Scotch, bourbon and a fruit punch 
that flowed from an illuminated silver fountain . . 
When Hazel Sharper entertained New York City’s glamor- 
ous Bon Bons, she splurged with pheasant in wine sauce, 
boasted that her husband had bagged the birds. Mem- 
bers were skeptical until one of the gals cracked a porce- 
lain jacket when she bit down on a buckshot. 
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«!-Dinah Washington’s latest lovemate. He’s handsome 

“**Pete Buck, who works for a furrier with headquarters 
in New York’s Waldorf-Astoria. “While I was getting a 
new love,” says Dinah, “I got a new pianist, too.” He’s 
Kenny Drew, who replaces popular Wynton Kelly. 





s}-Reports that sex clubs are popping up in Durham, N. C., 
“schools and are said to involve the children of some of 
the city’s well-to-do Negroes. The charge, however, is 
discounted and is said to be part of the White Citizens 
Councils’ strategy for fighting schoo) desegregation. 


~The nasty pro-segregation signs on the bulletin 

“boards of the Memphis International Harvester plants 
that urge all whites to join lily-white plant clubs or be 
considered “nigger lovers.” 


«p-The false rumors sweeping Chicago social circles that 

“™beauteous Marcella Pride is suing her lawyer husband, 
Walter, for divorce. The fact is, she gave him one of the 
biggest birthday parties of the year at the Wilmington 
Hotel, where he’s manager. 


sThe genuine Mexican silverware well-to-do Detroit real 
estate man Ray Jenkins purchased for his wife on their 
recent vacation in the “Land of Tamales.” 


he thumbs down treatment Washington’s Capital 

ress Club gave a weekly newspaper editor when he 
applied for membership. The typewriter brigade was 
salty because the editor fired one of the club’s most 
active and popular female members. 


.pThe “problems” of that popular Detroit night club’s 
“*men’s room jockey who mistook a policeman for an ex- 
Army buddy and “booked” a charmer for him. The 
chick was turned loose but the whisk broom wielder 
may be really in for it. 
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The new nickname given famed Lt. George W. Lee, 
Memphis novelist and Elk official. A topdog Republican, 
George is now called the “Colored Estes Kefauver” be- 
cause of the hundreds of hands he shakes daily since 
the political season opened. 


The reasons Rev. Russell Roberts, the Atlantic City 
preacher who recently underwent a “protest fast” 
against Dixie Jim Crow, moved from the church par- 
sonage to the Liberty Hotel after buying a 1956 Cadillac. 


The three empty whisky bottles found in the car of that 
retired, 75-year-old Baltimore preacher when the car 
crashed outside Hagerstown, Md. The minisier, re- 
ported missing, later was found recovering in a hospital. 


The “thunder-shattering” silence of the Negro board 
members of a South Carolina state agency as they said 
and did nothing when the only paid Negro worker was 
fired for “economy” reasons. 


The farewell party given veteran comedian Allan Drew 
the night he quit as emcee at Chicago’s Club DeLisa to 
retire to his native Tulsa, Okla. He’ll manage his fam- 
ily’s property there from now on. 


How that hoity-toity club in St. Louis successfully— 
for a while—hushed up the shooting in the exclusive 
club rooms by a wealthy and infuriated hotel man who 
caught his wife enjoying the comforts of the spot. The 
club now has a new front on its music vendor. 


That out-of-town beauty who attended the Alpha con- 
vention in Durham, N. C., as an “at large delegate.” 
Many thought she was the special property of a high- 
ranking frat official who escorted her about in an 
“official” capacity. 
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COLOR CURTAIN 
WEEK ( By Richard Wright 


© In April, 1955, a group of free Asian and African lead- 
ers met at Bandung, Indonesia. It was the first time that 
representatives of over a billion and a half of the world’s 
people had gathered to condemn racial 
segregation and colonialism, to stress 
economic cooperation and to support the 
UN Charter on Human Rights and self- 
determination. 

@ Richard Wright, the expatriate Amer- 
ican author, reports on the Bandung 
Conference in his eighth book, Color Cur- 
tain (World, $3.75). He feels that the 
western world must provide an answer 
to the appeal of Communism and to the 
newly emerging colored peoples of the Asian-African bloc. 
8 Wright points out that a majority of the world’s popu- 
lation was represented at Bandung. He feels that in the 
minds of these peoples there is little difference between 
the Soviet threat and the Christian world, which has ex- 
ploited colonials for centuries. It is not as important to 
agree with Wright’s point of view as it is to be aware of 
it. Admittedly, his observations are highly personalized 
and seen within the framework of a disillusioned Amer- 
ican Negro who has also become disillusioned with the 
Communist ideal. Nevertheless, he reports points of view 
that are important to a comprehension of the explosive 
situation. 

§ Bandung was an important step in unifying peoples 
who have all, at one time or another, shared colonial 
status, and who still share common races and religions. 
An understanding of their expectations and motivations 
is necessary if future wars are to be avoided. Wright’s 
report on Bandung is “must” reading for thinking people. 
—D. E. S. 
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WA Junior Book 
Award Winner: 
Chosen from 500,- 
000 youths of the 
Boys Clubs of 
America to present 
club book awards 
to authors, 14-year- 
old James McQueen 
of Warwick, Va., 
shows his new bi- 
cycle prize and 
book award medal 
to Ellen Lewis Bu- 
ell of the New York 
Times. Herman 
Prescott, executive 
director of James’ 
club, looks on. 











JET Publisher Named To Insurance Firm Board 

JET Publisher John H. Johnson, who started his career 
as an office boy with the Supreme Liberty Life Insurance 
Co., was among three new members named to the firm’s 
board of directors at a Chicago home office meeting. The 
others were Atty. Frank M. Summers of East St. Louis, 
Ill., and Mrs. Cora Stewart, widow of the firm’s late exec- 
utive vice president, W. Ellis Stewart. Re-elected to the 
board were Archie A. Alexander, Claude A. Barnett, Ed- 
ward W. Beasley, A. P. Bentley, J. D. Bibb, Henry A. Boyd, 
W. C. Brown, E. A. Carter, and Earl B. Dickerson. Others 
were: T. K. Gibson Sr., T. K. Gibson Jr., Edward S. Gil- 
lespie, J. G. Ish Jr., James H. Jones, R. L. Jones, Leroy 
Lowery, T. M. Mann, F. A. McGinnis and James W. Parker. 
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William C. Newman, 80, owner of the 
John W. Holland catering firm and for 
45 years a favored caterer for Philadel- 
phia’s millionaire families; of natural 
causes; at his home... Dr. John. W. 
Sebastian, 39, staff doctor at Freedmen’s 
Hospital in Washington and an ex-How- 
ard University pathology instructor; of 
undisclosed causes; at Freedmen’s Hos- 
” * pital . . . Manilal Mohandas Gandhi, 64, 
W.C. Newman son of Mohandas K. Gandhi and a leader 
of the South African passive resistance movement against 
racial discrimination; of natural causes; in Phoenix, Natal 
. .. Alfred Earl Whipple, 52, Dallas realtist imprisoned 
over a year ago for operating a gambling house; of undis- 
closed causes in Huntsville (Texas) Prison. 
Born: 

To Ebony photographer David and Cheri Jackson; a 
son; in Chicago’s Ingalls Memorial Hospital; weight: 8 
pounds, 6 ounces. .. . To disc jockey James (Big Jim) 
Randolph and his wife; twin daughters; in Oklahoma 
City; weights: 6 pounds, 7 ounces and 6 pounds 4 ounces. 


Mayor Jails 18 Negroes, 1 White In Ga. Strike 
An “unlicensed” white union representative and 18 
Negro strikers were fined $52 each and given 30-day jail 
terms at Camilla, Ga., for disorderly conduct and loiter- 
ing during strikes against two local firms. Mayor G. B. 
Baggs Jr., also fined the organizer, Bill Duty, $132 and 
sentenced him to 30 days. 
Non-Striker’s Store Bombed In Georgiana, Ala. 
A dynamite blast ripped off a corner of a store owned 
by 28-year-old Roy Gandy, who refused to strike with fel- 
low workers at a Georgiana, Ala., lumber firm. 
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‘Kine Of Traffie V lalnters’ Back In Chie ‘ago Court 
A 25-year-old ex- — 

GI, who was called & : : 
“king of traffic vio- 
laters” in 1953 
when he was fined 
$2,700 for 41 Chi- 
cago traffic viola- 
tions, went to court 
again on 14charges 
piled up since that 
time. Thomas 
Adams, who was 
unable to pay the 
1953 fines and 
spent four months 
in jail, took his 
wife and two chil- 
dren to court as 
proof of his re- 
sponsibilities. : 
Adams said he Adams listens as wife talks. 
“must have gotten those (14) tickets just before Dec. 1, 
1954, when I went into the Army.” He posted $25 bail and 
promised to make weekly payments on the total of $245 
in fines. 


Boy Jailed For Breaking Into Bank Three Times 
A 19-year-old youth who pleaded guilty to breaking into 
a Rockville (Md.) bank three times and stealing a total 
of $64.50, was sentenced to 18 months in prison. James E. 
Crutchfield’s father had been janitor at the Farmers 
Banking & Trust Co. for years. 
Memphis Girl, 14, Kills Father Who Beat Mother 
A 14-year-old Memphis girl, Ella Mae Robinson, told 
police she shot to death her 42-year-old stepfather, Leslie 
Neeley, for beating her mother with a small baseball bat 
because she spent $4 on her children for Easter, 
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‘Stilt? Denies Playing With Pros At 16 

Wilt (The Stilt) Chamberlain, the seven-foot Kansas 
University freshman basketball star, denied charges that 
he had played against professionals under an assumed 
name in Cumberland, Md., as a 16-year-old boy. Appar- 
ently an outgrowth of a “feud” between Kansas’ retiring 
coach, Dr. Forrest C. Allen, and the NAAU, the charges 
were made to a U. S. Olympic Basketball Committee head 
(Col. Harry D. Henshel of New York). They were sup- 
ported by Suter Kegg, sports editor of the Cumberland 
Evening Times, who declared that Chamberlain played 
under the name George Marcus and scored 44 pcints 
against a team called the Cumberland Old Germans. But 
Chamberlain said in Philadelphia, where he went for 
spring vacation: “I never played in Cumberland in my 
life.” Allen said he believed Wilt. 





former welterweight champion Kid Gavilan gets down on 
his knees and lays across ropes to argue with fight judges 
after being voted loser in a Paris bout. According to the 
judges, Gavilan was beaten by French middleweight Ger- 
minal Ballarin. But The Keed insisted: “I was robbed!” 
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Swinging long, 
lean arm around, 
Tom finds throw 


was late. 


yas: 





Twisting in mid- 

- air, Tall Tom pre- 

ee. pares to tag base- 
: runner. 
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TOM ALSTON, AN 
OCTOPUS AT FIRST 


Although he 
stands 6-5 and 
weighs 210, St. 
Louis Cardinal 
player Tom Als- 
ton (22) is the 
most agile first 
baseman in base- 
ball. Here he dis- 
m playsamazing 
body control 
while catching 
wild throw, try- 
ing to tag speed- 
ing base-runner 
during an exhi- 
bition game. 














Marques, Goose Refuse $1 Million For Magicians 

In Seattle, co-owners Marques Haynes and Reece 
(Goose) Tatum revealed that they had refused a million- 
dollar offer for their Harlem Magicians basketball team. 
Haynes and Tatum said the offer had been made by a 
group of Las Vegas financiers, who planned to pay the 
amount over a period of 10 years. The owners said they 
refused the offer because: 1) they believe they can make 
more money operating it themselves; and 2) they would 
lose the freedom they have gained as operators of their | 
own team. 


Catholic School Wins Chicago Cage Title 

In an all-Negro final, St. Elizabeth won the high school 
basketball championship of Chicago by defeating Dunbar, 
64 to 61. A tiny school with only 358 students, St. Eliza- 
beth represented the Catholic League, which has been 
victorious 11 times in the 14-game series. Dunbar repre- 
sented the Public League. 


Texas Team Buys Negro From Miami 

The Austin (Texas) Senators purchased outfielder Wil- 
lard Brown from the Miami Marlins of the International 
League. The 36-year-old star will play right field. 
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CROSS-COUNTRY ARGUMENT RAGES 
From coast to coast, an argument raged over the ques- 
tion: Can Bill Russell, the fabulous All-American center 
from San Francisco, make good as a professional player? 
In the East, 1955 All-American Tom Gola said no. 
In the West, UCLA Coach Johnny Wooden said yes. 
Partially basing his argument on his own difficulties as 
a rookie with the Pro Philadelphia Warriors, Gola said 
Russell would have it tough because he doesn’t have “a 
good shot” and because pros would easily solve his goal 
defenses. According to Gola, a former LaSalle star, Rus- 
sell will be unable to block shots in pro ball as he has in 
collegiate ball, and he won’t be able to dominate the 
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»)) Proud Papa New- 
combe: As proud as 
a papa can be, big 
Brooklyn pitcher 
Don Newcombe 
shows off his “gen- 
tle side” as he takes 
time out from 
spring baseball to 
play with year-old 
son, Gregory. The 
handsome boy and 
Mrs. Freddie New- 
combe enjoyed a 
Florida vacation 
while Don trained 
for the new major 
league season. 





But Wooden said: 


the pros.” 
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OVER RUSSELL’S PRO POTENTIAL 


boards as completely as he has for the Dons. 


“Either Russell will be great (as a pro) or I don’t know 
a thing about basketball. A lot of critics and coaches in 
the East figure the pros will kill him. The ball’s still the 
same size and so is the basket. They’ve got to shoot within 
24 seconds in the National Basketball Assn., and Russell 
can be 10 feet away and block shots. He’ll do the same in 


Wooden added: “Russell didn’t have to shoot in college. 
In pro ball, he can spend time to develop outside shots. 
I'll tell one and all, Bill Russell’s the greatest.” 
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3 Negroes Make Olympic Cage Team 

Three Negro players were named to the Olympic basket- 
ball team. They were All-American Bill Russell and K. C. 
Jones of San Francisco and Carl Cain of Iowa. Included 
among the “alternates” were Hal (King) Lear of Temple 
and Willie Naulls of UCLA. The squad was selected follow- 
ing the Olympic playoffs in Kansas City. 


Howard Yanks Team, Shaw Wins By Forfeit 

Shaw University “won” a 9 to 0 forfeit baseball victory 
over Howard at Raleigh, N. C., after Howard Coach Tom 
Johnson pulled his team off the field. A 10-year coach at 
the Washington school, Johnson pulled his team after 
disagreeing with an umpire’s ruling on a batted ball. 


Rickey Okays Jackie As Managerial Prospect 

Jackie Robinson will become an excellent baseball man- 
ager if he ever gets the chance, in the opinion of Branch 
Rickey, the man who introduced him to organized play in 
1946. “Robinson would make a fine manager,” Rickey has 
said. “I hope it will happen some day.” Rickey also be- 
lieves Jackie’s Brooklyn teammate, catcher Roy Campa- 
nella, “might make a manager, too.” 





WA Track Star 
Turns ‘Square’: 
Working on his 
degree in recre- 
ation and edu- 
cation at Los 
Angeles State 
College, two- 
time Olympic 
800-meter 
champion Mal 
Whitfield joins 
a college square 
dance class. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. ““Doc”’ Young 


Thomas Edison Alston set a job for himself this 
spring. He was going to find his lost batting stroke. 
He had lost it somewhere between Porterville, Calif., 
and St. Louis. He started looking for it in St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 

No, this isn’t a new kind of travel game. You see, 
Thomas Edison Alston is a first baseman who be!ongs 
to the St. Louis Cardinals. A 6-5, 210-pound graduate 
of North Carolina A. & T. College, Tall Tom batted 
.353 for Porterville in 1952. Purchased by the San 
Diego Padres, he batted well enough in a year and a 
half to cause the Cards to shell out $100,000 for his 
contract. He was their first Negro. 

But in two previous trials with the Cards 
(1954, 1955), Tall Tom was a Tom Thumb hitter 
(.246, .125). He was a great fielder. Everybody 
liked him. In off-seasons, he did a good job in 
public relations for the brewery that owns the 
Cards. But he couldn’t hit the ball, big league 
style. Instead of a case of brew, here was a case 
of drama. Here was the case of a deserving 
athlete straining at the obstacle, dreaming of 
success on the other side. Here was the story of 
everybody, except the very blessed few. 

“If I can find my batting stroke,” Tall Tom said 
one day during spring training, “I’ll be the happiest 
man in the world.” Today’s boxscore, or the batting 
averages, will tell you just how well Tall Tom is 
doing in the search. If he’s hitting well, it means he 
found that magic, $100,000 swing again. If he’s clout- 
ing for low average, it may mean Tall Tom was born 
to be labeled, “good field, no hit.” But regardless, the 
guy won’t be giving up. And that counts for more 
than .300 at home plate. 
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Dixiecrat Tosses Tray At Ted 





Ted Lewis and Elroy Peace 


tional music fraternity, in Boston. 
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Lewis’ ‘Shadow’ 


A Louisiana dis- 
trict attorney, Dix- 
iecrat leader Lean- 
der H. Perez, tossed 
bread and a silver 
tray at 26-year-old 
dancer Elroy Peace, 
during one of the 
famous shadow 
routines with vet- 
eran showman Ted 
Lewis at New Or- 
leans’ Roosevelt 
Hotel. After the in- 
cident Lewis came 
back on stage and 
said: “I’ve done this 
number for south- 
ern audiences for 


30 years. Does it now offend you?” The crowd roared its 
approval, booed Perez and asked that he be thrown out. 


Music Frat Seeks Ellington As Honorary Member 
Bandleader-composer Duke Ellington was invited to be- | 
come an honorary member of Kappa Gamma Psi, a na- 


Sammy Davis’ Sister Missing, 13 States Alarmed 
A 13-state police alarm was broadcast 
from New York for the sister of enter- 
tainer Sammy Davis Jr., 24-year-old bar- 
maid Ramona, wanted as a material wit- 
ness in the case against singer Billy 
Daniels, who was charged with shooting a 
fight trainer last January. Police said they 
fear harm may have befallen Miss Davis, 
who has been missing since March 30. 


Miss Davis 
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Hampton Arrested As Dutch Jazz Lovers Riot 

Bandleader Lionel Hampton was seized and taken from 
the stage of Amsterdam’s revered Concertgebouw hall by 
police trying to stop a riot when a packed house of jazz 
lovers worked themselves into a cancing, arm-flinging, 
screaming frenzy after Hampton’s orchestra played Fly- 
ing Home and Hey Bob-A-Rebop. Explained Hampton 
after being released to catch a plane for France: “I 
thought they (fans) would tear up the place. Then the 
police came in and said they were arresting me.” 


$20,503 Katherine Dunham Tax Lien Called Mistake 

A $20,503 income tax lien filed in San Francisco by the 
U.S. against dancer Katherine Dunham was described by 
her attorney, Edward Fleishell, as “all a terrible mistake.” 
The tax lien claims Miss Dunham owes withholding taxes 
on her employee payrolls from 1946 through 1954. Flei- 
shell said Miss Dunham, now in Mexico, has “no property 
whatsoever in the U. S.” 





W Awarded $148,000 
For Injuries: Awarded 
$135,000, plus $13,000 
interest, in Boston for 
injuries she received 
in a 1954 auto crash, 
Daisy Richards, 39, 
former traveling com- 
panion of singer 
Sarah Vaughan and 
ex-dancer, thanks her 
attorneys, Edward W. 
Brooke (1.) and Cecil 
W. Goode. Miss Rich- 
ards, now paralyzed, 
sued car driver Jo- 
seph Benjamin, one- 
time bassist with Miss 
Vaughan. 
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After two years, Billy and Carolle 
Drake reveal marriage, parenthood. 


Photographed by father, Edward 


Eckstine is now year old. 


BILLY ECKSTINE'S | 


In the golden hills of 
Hollywood last week, 
golden-voiced singer 
Billy Eckstine sang a 
tune his public had 
long expected him to 
croon. When he was 
done, Billy’s secret 
love was no secret any- 
more. 

Eckstine and one- 
time model, longtime 
companion Carolle 
Drake were married 
two years ago in Bel- 
gium, Billy told JET 
in an exclusive inter- 
view. To date, they 
have one child; a son, 
Edward age one year 
old, whom they call 
“Bugs.” They are ex- 
pecting another child 
in June. This will be 
Carolle’s fifth child, 
with three (one now 
dead) by a prior mar- 
riage. Billy had one 
son, William Jr., 8, 
who was adopted dur- 
ing first marriage. 

Thus the word came 
from Billy himself af- 
ter more than two 
years of fencing and 
feuding with sharp- 
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shooting reporters 
who have been on the 
trail of the Eckstine- 
Drake romance ever 
since Billy’s final split 
with ex-wife June in 
1953. Although Billy 
had consistently de- 
nied marriage rumors, 
opinion persisted that 
the girl most likely to 
succeed June as Mrs. 
Billy Eckstine was 
Carolle, former wife 
of a minister who once 
filed a $500,000 aliena- 
tion of affection suit 
against boxer Joe 
Louis. Carolle was an 
Atlanta, Ga., disc 
jockey when she and 
Billy first met. 

Last week, Billy was 
willing to let the pub- 
lic share in what may 
have been the best- 
kept secret of the dec- 
ade. When asked 
about the old rumors, 
Billy joked: “Why, I 
didn’t know that was 
news anymore.’”’ 
The rumors were not, 
but the facts were, 
and Billy unfolded 
them. 


SECRET MARRIAGE 





Now eight, adopted son Billy Jr. is 
older brother of baby Edward. 


59 






































60 





Carolle’s sons, Kenny, 12, and Ronnie 


11, spend part of year with her. 


ollywood 


The Eckstines 
now live in a two- 
story, eight-room 
California modern 
house, complete 
with swimming 
pool, off Sunset 
Boulevard in Holly- 
wood, where Billy 
Jr. and brother 
“Bugs” are good 
playmates. (The 
nickname “Bugs” 
stuck after Billy 
took his first look 
at his newborn and 
exclaimed: “He 
looks like a little 
bug.’’) Billy Jr., 
now in a Holly- 
wood elementary 
school, is an excel- 
lent swimmer. 

Billy will not be 
on hand for the 
second blessed 
event, since he will 
be leaving for a 
tour of Europe in a 
few days with a 
sparkling new 
night club act. 
Carolle and _ the 
boys will be left to 
scoot about Holly- 
wood in a new 
sports sedan until 
the baby arrives. 
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Wi Bongo Lesson: 
Slapping out 
rhythm with a 
Latin beat, Los 
Angeles model 
Anastacia Arm- 
strong gets a 
lesson on the 
bongo drums 
from percus- 
Ssionist Louis 
Ambego back- 
stage atthe 
Shrine Audito- 
rium during in- 
termission at 
Count Basie-Cal 
Jader Concert. 





Leonard De Paur Disbands Famed Infantry Chorus 

Chorale director Leonard De Paur revealed he will dis- 
band his famous Infantry Chorus to form an expanded 
unit including a Negro-white chorus, orchestra and solo- 
ists in a new group called De Paur’s Opera Gala. The 
new company of 60 persons will be presented in 1957 
with soloists Lawrence Winters, Inez Matthews and Lu- 
ther Saxon, De Paur said in Winston-Salem, N. C., and 
will perform a complete act from each of three operas 
in concert form. 
Belafonte Sought For Hank Armstrong Film 

Folk singer Harry Belafonte may play the role of Henry 
Armstrong in an upcoming film of the ex-ring champion’s 
life story. The picture will be produced by Ben Minden- 
berg, independent Hollywood producer who also plans to 
publish the story in book form. 
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Hollywood Pays $55,000 For Louis Peterson Play 

Playwright Louis Peterson’s recent television play, Joey, 
presented in March on NBC’s Goodyear Theater, was sold 
to Paramount Studios in Hollywood for $55,000 as a future 
movie prospect. Peterson, 34, told JET that the movie will 
probably go into production this October with his original 
star, Anthony Perkins, as the lead. 


Louis Armstrong To Crash Britain’s 21-Year Ban 

Britain’s Musicians Union will lift its long-standing ban 
on American musicians when Louis (Satchmo) Arm- 
strong and band give 14 concerts in seven days at Lon- 
don’s Empress Hall, starting May 4. Britishers have kept 
out, with few excep- 
tions, American bands 
since 1934 when Cab 
Calloway led an or- 
chestra there. It will 
be Armstrong’s first 
British appearance in 
25 years. 





« 

WD) Home Again: Re- 
turning to the U. S. 
after seven years on 
the London stage, 
singer-actress Muriel 
Smith waves hello in 
New York as she waits 
for help with her eight 
pieces of baggage. 
Miss Smith will ap- 
pear for four months 
at the City Center 
Theater in The King 
And I and a revival of 
Carmen Jones. Before 
leaving England she 
signed for fall and 
winter concerts there. 
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A At the birthday party 
Dinah Washington gave for 
her boy friend, Pete Buck, 
white opera singer Lillian 
Rappola showed up in a 
$7,500 mink coat and $9,000 
worth of jewelry. She 
threw her coat on the floor, 
took off her shoes and 
Dinah served her pigs’ feet. 


A The producers of Sam- 
my Davis’ Broadway show, 
Mr. Wonderful, estimate 
that it will take them a 
year to recoup their $240,- 
000 investment. 


A Blues singer Bo Diddley 
filed a complaint with the 
American Guild of Variety 
Actors against a Chicago 


| cafe owner, who he claims 


owes him and his trio $300 
in back salaries. 


A Josephine Premice, the 
female star of the new 
Broadway hit play, Mister 
Johnson, is sporting a 76- 


diamond wrist watch, which 
was given to her by George 
Grief, the millionaire car 
dealer. 
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A The hottest scandal in 
Atlantic City concerns the 
preacher’s wife who caught 
him in a New York hotel 
with the wife of a seashore 
businessman. When she 
told the unfaithful wife’s 
hubby about the affair, he 
laughed and said: “Are you 
just finding out?” 

A Before jazz pianist Dave 
Brubeck agreed to play at 
a concert in Dallas he told 
his manager to make cer- 
tain there wouldn’t be any 
audience segregation. 


A Prophet Jones is ru- 
mored to be ready to dis- 
pose of his $12,000 mink 
cape, jewelry and other 
luxuries in order to raise 
money. 


A One of the nation’s hot- 
test sepia quartets com- 
mand a $4,500 weekly fee, 
but only get $150 each be- 
cause their white manager 
owns the act. He has al- 
ready bought two new cars 
this year, and gave them 
his old one. 
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Maurice and Gregory Hines 


A Blues singer Lloyd Price 
was a victim of mistaken 
identity when Dee Cee 
finance men picked up his 
new Cadillac for alleged 
delinquency on payments. 
They returned it, when 
they discovered he wasn’t 
the right Price. 


A Displeased at the failure 
of Victor to promote and 
push his records, Steve 
Gibson, leader of the Red- 
caps quartet, signed a con- 
tract with the new label, 
ABC-Paramount. They 
promised him a television 
show and movie work. 


A Railroad unions that bar 
sepia firemen on southern 
lines will shortly announce 
that Negroes will be given 
membership rights. 


A Rev. Gardner C. Taylor, 
pastor of Brooklyn’s Con- 
cord Baptist Church, is be- 
ing urged by his flock to 
run for Congress. 
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Maurice and Gregory, got 
special permission from 
school officials to accom- 
pany Louis Armstrong on 
an Australian tour. A spe- 
cial tutor will travel with 
the youngsters. 


A Bud Powell, the “mad 
genius of the Steinway,” 
finished his hour-long jazz 
concerto, which he named 
Serenade To Birdland. Stan 
Kenton’s orchestra will in- 
troduce the work. 


A The Nickie Lees (he’s a 
blues singer) are expecting 
a young crooner to join 
their family in June. 


A Critics attending the 
night club debut of Butter- 
fly McQueen in Greenwich 
Village didn’t rave over her 
singing and wondered why 
she didn’t do the type of 
comedy lines that made her 
famous in Gone With The 
Wind. 






Rev.G. Taylor B.McQueen 


A The dancing Hines kids, | 
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A The Arthur (Buddy) 
Gists patched up their 
marital differences in time 
to welcome a seven-pound 
boy. He’s the auto dealer 
whose marriage to the for- 
mer Inez Weaver of Los 
Angeles made headlines. 


A Mattie Peters of the 
Peters Sisters promises to 
give an answer to Los An- 
geles businessman Jimmy 
Smith’s proposals of mar- 
riage next month. He 
phones her in Montreal 
nightly. 


A The show at Harlem’s 
125 Club was delayed two 
hours while master of cere- 
monies Baron Wilson 
searched his dressing room 
for his $25 toupee. 


A Pianist-singer Alice Darr 
signed a six-month con- 


tract to work in a Mexico 
City hotel and appear on a 
weekly television show. 





Alice Darr D. Gillespie 









The Arthur Gists 
A Wealthy Los Angeles 
physician John Coleman’s 
teen-age daughter Carol, 
who attends a Boston fin- 
ishing school, is holding 
hands with O. T. Wells, law 
student son of a North 
Carolina bishop. 

A Veteran Pittsburgh 
newsman Holland Kelly was 
appointed news editor of 
the Smoky City’s radio sta- 
tion WILY. 

A Ida James, not the sing- 
er, but a student at Apex 
Beauty School, and Chris 
Columbus, drummer with 
Wild Bill Davis’ trio, are a 
romantic duo. She’s the ex- 
girl friend of Chris’ son, 
Sonny Payne, Count Basie’s 
drummer. 

A Dizzy Gillespie and his 
wife were robbed of all 
their clothes during their 
tour of the Near East. The 
garments were found but 
are being held as evidence. 
—MAJOR ROBINSON 
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Willie Mays, Roy Campanella On TV Colewenst 

Baseball stars Willie 2 
Mays and Roy Campanella 
will join a galaxy of sports 
and show business person- 
alities in NBC-TV’s 90 min- 
ute colorcast, Salute to 
Baseball (Sunday, April 15, 
at 7:30 p.m., EST). Mark- 
ing the opening of the 1956 
baseball season, the audio 


this week include: 


(Sunday, April 15, at 1:30 p.m., EST) on NBC-TV. 
p.m., EST) on NBC-TV. 


EST) on NBC-TV. 
CBS radio. 


EST) on NBC-TV. 


—__RADIO-NV--—— 









s ; a 

Willie Mays, Roy Campanella 
portion of the show will be beamed around the world. 
Other Negroes scheduled to appear on radio and television 


Fred Fitzgerald, playing role of the Catholic church’s first 
Negro Bishop, Rev. James A. Healey, on the Catholic Hour 


Josh White on Tonight (Wednesday, April 18, at 11:30 
Art Tatum on Tonight (Thursday, April 19, at 11:30 p.m., 


LaVern Baker and The Teen-agers on Rock ’n Roll party 
with Count Basie (Saturday, April 14, at 9 p.m., EST) on 


Tommy (Hurricane) Jackson vs. Johnny Williams in a 
10-round heavyweight bout (Friday, April 13, at 10 p.m., 
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Does your figure fit the fashion as well as your clothes 
remarkable, new FRONT ZIPPER 


) SHAPE-O-LETTE 
od 







Picking an underfashion isn't 
enough anymore — it must be 
selected to give you the smooth, 
new, unbroken silhouette! And 
anyone can have today’s trim, 
tapered, pencil slim shape with 
remarkably different SHAPE- 
O-LETTE. Juste ZIP for instant 
FIT! No more stretching, strain- 

















ing ...no more cup pinching... 

no bulges, rolls — anywhere! only 
Powerful, all Lastex action-back 

provides firm, comfortable sup- ‘wl 
port without ugly crease marks. 95 






Here is an ingenious all-in-one 
that is altogether the season's 
most daring, most exciting figure- 
builder. Best of all—sensationally rayon satin 
new, wonder-fitting, front-zipper! 
SHAPE-O-LETTE costs little more 
than longline bra alone! 






luxury 










Send no money! 
Satisfaction Guaranteed! f 

WILCO FASHIONS, Dept TF-93-E EXTRA! 
| 35 S. Park Ave., Rockville Centre, N. Y. Smooth 
YES! Please rush your Front-Zip hook ’n’ eye 

SHAPE-O-LETTE at 5.95 frorit 
conforms 
to any 


plunge 
| enclose 5.95. You pay postage. 
Send C.0.D. | will pay postage. neckline. 
Name Adjustable 
Address. straps 
City, Zone, State included. 















CuP. 


Ist Color Choice 


Size 





2nd. 























promise! 


Godefroy’s Larieuse Hair Coloring can 
do more for your hair than you’ve ever 


dreamed of... 


gives gray hair youthful 


new color... gives drab hair glowing 
new color... leaves your hair soft, 
shining ... this very day! 


Get Godefroy’s Larieuse at your favorite 
cosmetic counter now—the famous 
brand in the red box, known and 
approved for more than 50 years. 


Just 3 E: 5 In 18 flattering shades 


1. Shampoo halr 
thoroughly. As it 
dries, mix Gode- 
froy's Larieuse as 
directed. 


2. Apply Gode- 
froy's Larieuse with 
handy applicator 
included in pack- 
age. 


3. After color has 
developed, sham- 
poo hair again, 
set in your favorite 
style, 


Gey 


® 


" Lariey. 
Gb ise 


GODEFROY MFG. CO. e 3510 OLIVE e ST.LOUIS 3, MO. 
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